
DAY WITH JOHN PHILIP COLLETTA 
 

JUNE  8, 2016 
 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 
 

The Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana, Inc. 
and 

The Genealogy Center of the Allen County Public Library 
 

join in proudly presenting this special day for genealogists.  This special event 

is sponsored by the Doug and Joni Lehman Charitable Foundation.  All events 

will be at the Allen County Public Library in downtown Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
 

John Philip Colletta is one of America’s most popular genealogical lecturers.  

He has worked at the Library of Congress and taught workshops at the National 

Archives.  He is a faculty member at the Institute of Genealogy and Historical 

Research at Samford University (Birmingham, Ala.), the Salt Lake Institute of 

Genealogy, and Boston University’s Certificate in Family History program.  To 

learn more about our speaker, his website is www.genealogyjohn.com. 
 

Those attending this special day have the option of registering for individual 

events or registering for the three lecture package.  There will be a banquet in 

the evening with a fourth presentation by Dr. Colletta.  Lecture information on the back of this form. 
 

A special discounted rate is offered for members of the Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana, Inc. 

(ACGSI).  If you are not a member, consider becoming an ACGSI member and receive the discounts.  See back 

of Registration Form.   Memberships will be valid through June 30, 2017.  
 

Cancellation Policy:  Cancellations received after May 8, 2016, no refund.  Cancellations received before May 

8, 2016 will be refunded minus a ten percent administrative fee.  Memberships are non-refundable. 
 

Please cut off and mail the portion below.  Please keep the portion above for your records.                A Registration Confirmation will be emailed to you. 

========================================================================= 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Please use a separate registration form for each individual 

 

Name: (Print) _______________________________________________Phone: __________________ 

 

Address: __________________________________ City: ________________________ State: ______ 

 

Email: (Required for updates) _________________________________________________ Zip: _________ 
 

If attending the banquet, select entrée:         ____ Beef    ____ Chicken         

           Menu:   Salad, Choice of entrée, potato, vegetable, rolls, dessert, beverage 

Please register me for the following: 

Event       ACGSI Member  Non-Member     Amount  

Morning Lecture only     $10.00    $15.00   $ __________ 

Afternoon Lectures only    $20.00    $30.00   $ __________ 

Package: Morning & Afternoon  $25.00    $40.00   $ __________ 

Evening Banquet (Limited 200 Seating)  $20.00    $30.00   $ __________ 

ACGSI Membership (see back of form)  $15/$18    $15/$18   $ __________ 

                    Total Included $ __________ 

Please make checks to:  ACGSI 

Mail to:   Curt Sylvester, ACGSI Registrar      To register on line go to:  

   11502 Pennet Run     acgsi.org/colletta.php  

   Fort Wayne, Indiana   46845-2121 



Morning Lecture 
 10:00 am Breaking Through Brick Walls: Use Your HEAD     

When the path of genealogical investigation leads to a brick wall, it’s time to use your head. This lecture 

offers guidelines and points of methodology for overcoming seemingly insurmountable obstacles, such as: 

several men of the same name; several towns with the same name; several names for the same town; errors 

in original sources; families with common surnames; insufficient or contradictory information. Six case 

studies demonstrate the principles. 
 

Afternoon Lectures 
1:00 pm U.S. Naturalization Records, 1790-1930:  Sources and Strategies  
After summarizing briefly, the basics of finding an immigrant ancestor’s naturalization record, this lecture 

focuses on more challenging cases. It discusses possible reasons why a record may not be found and offers 

alternative sources and strategies. Specific examples demonstrate how using other types of federal records, 

such as passport applications and homestead files, as well as websites and microfilmed indexes, may lead 

to success. 
 

2:30 pm  Passenger Arrival Records: Colonial Times to Mid-20th Century 
This lecture begins with a discussion of sources for discovering the arrival time and place—and perhaps the 

ship—of an immigrant to colonial America. It then explores U.S. passenger arrival records, especially 

1820-1957, available on microfilm and the Internet. It suggests what facts you need to begin your search 

and explains step-by-step how to conduct that search. Specific examples illustrate how to use Web sites, 

National Archives microfilmed indexes, book indexes, and other research tools. 
 

Evening Banquet 
6:00 pm The Keepers of the Records and I: Tales of Accessing Historical Sources 
Without written records, there would be little genealogy. Family lore and artifacts can tell us only so much. 

We rely heavily on evidence found in the written record of the past. Four decades of hunting for evidence 

of my ancestors have brought me face-to-face with a diverse assortment of keepers of records: archivists, 

librarians, priests, curators, court clerks, secretaries, and cousins who got all the good stuff. To access the 

treasures these custodians control, I have had to develop skills of diplomacy, negotiation, good humor, 

melodrama, stealth, groveling and bribery. This humorous banquet talk relates three episodes that teach 

valuable lessons for genealogists eager to access historical sources about their ancestors 
 

Housing  
For those desiring overnight housing, a special rate is being offered at the Courtyard by Marriott 

(approximately one-half block from the library).  To make a reservation and receive the special 

ACGSI rate, call 1-866-704-6163 and use code “GEN”. 
 

========================================================================= 
 

ALLEN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF INDIANA, INC. 
 

Membership connects you with members from all over the world and provides 

admission to the “Members Only” documents and research on our website 

www.acgsi.org. Memberships purchased with this event are valid from now 

through June 30, 2017.  
 

Membership fees are as follows:   Individual $15 

       Family  $18 (same residence) 
 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 

City:  __________________________________  State:  _______________  Zip:  _____________ 
 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  ( ____ )  ______________________________ 
 

Include your $15 or $18 Membership Fee on the form on the reverse side.  

http://www.acgsi.org/

